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● Many years as a sysadmin
● Many years as a community 

builder
● Many years around open source
● Many years as a lover of Star Wars
● Many years as a lover of Sci-Fi

hi, I’m benny

social.linux.pizza/@benny
@bennyvasquez
benny@almalinux.org



● I’m a dinosaur, 30+ years in IT, 29 
years at Microsoft

● Involved in Open Source for the 
last decade

● CrossFitter / coach … did you know 
CF is Open Source?

● Recovering Fallout addict
● South Park fan!

hi, I’m Claus

linkedin.com/in/claus-wieser/
clausw@microsoft.com



INSERT CLAUS SLIDES 
HERE

 



 



 



 









Get started on Azure: 
https://aka.ms/almalinux

CentOS EOL guidance:
https://aka.ms/centoseol



AlmaLinux’s history



By Andreas Lundqvist, Donjan Rodic - http://futurist.se/gldt/, GFDL, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18201795

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Hat_Enterprise_Linux_derivatives









https://blog.centos.org/2020/12/future-is-centos-stream/



https://blog.cloudlinux.com/almalinux-is-born





Supported Architectures



June ‘23: no more sources

https://www.redhat.com/en/blog/furthering-evolution-centos-stream





RHEL compatibility = freedom for AlmaLinux

https://almalinux.org/blog/new-repositories-for-almalinux-os-synergy-and-testing/



RHEL compatibility = freedom for AlmaLinux

https://almalinux.org/blog/2024-04-02-xz-and-cve-2024-1086/

Patching critical flaws outside of upstream



RHEL compatibility = freedom for AlmaLinux

https://almalinux.org/blog/2024-05-06-announcing-94-stable/
https://almalinux.org/blog/2024-05-28-announcing-810-stable/

● aacraid - Dell PERC2, 2/Si, 3/Si, 3/Di, Adaptec Advanced Raid Products, HP 
NetRAID-4M, IBM ServeRAID & ICP SCSI

● be2iscsi - Emulex OneConnectOpen-iSCSI for BladeEngine 2 and 3 adapters
● hpsa - HP Smart Array Controller
● lpfc - Emulex LightPulse Fibre Channel SCSI
● megaraid_sas - Broadcom MegaRAID SAS
● mpt3sas - LSI MPT Fusion SAS 3.0
● mptsas - Fusion MPT SAS Host
● qla2xxx - QLogic Fibre Channel HBA
● qla4xxx - QLogic iSCSI HBA

Provide feedback on this list: 
https://almalinux.discourse.group/t/re-adding-support-for-older-hardware/3851/2

Renewing support for upstream deprecated hardware



The Community



The first mirrors













Getting to AlmaLinux



AlmaLinux Deploy
Migrating to AlmaLinux



Getting to AlmaLinux: Migrating

● CentOS 8
● CentOS Stream 8, 9
● Oracle Linux 8, 9
● RHEL 8, 9
● Rocky Linux 8, 9
● Virtuozzo Linux (VZLinux) 8, 9}AlmaLinux Deploy

github.com/AlmaLinux/almalinux-deploy



Migrating: AlmaLinux Deploy

$ curl -L -O https://lnx.rocks/almalinuxdeploy 
$ sudo bash almalinux-deploy.sh
  <insert waiting>
$ sudo reboot

github.com/AlmaLinux/almalinux-deploy



Project ELevate
Upgrade WITHOUT migrating



Two options

● CentOS 8
● CentOS Stream 8, 9
● Oracle Linux 8, 9
● RHEL 8, 9
● Rocky Linux 8, 9
● Virtuozzo Linux (VZLinux) 8, 9

}
● CentOS 6
● CentOS 7
● Between major versions

github.com/AlmaLinux/almalinux-deploy
AlmaLinux Deploy

} Project ELevate
almalinux.org/elevate/



Upgrading: Project ELevate



Upgrading: Project ELevate

1. Update your system and reboot
2. Install the elevate-release package 
3. Install the package and meta data for the OS you 

want to end up on
4. Run the pre-upgrade check

a. Fix any problems
b. Known problems: 

wiki.almalinux.org/elevate/ELevate-frequent-issues.html
5. Run the upgrade
6. Reboot
See a full demo: youtube.com/watch?v=Vzl9QxG5mvo

wiki.almalinux.org/elevate/ELevate-quickstart-guide.html

https://wiki.almalinux.org/elevate/ELevate-frequent-issues.html
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Vzl9QxG5mvo


Upgrading: Project ELevate

Most common question: 

But will it really work?!

wiki.almalinux.org/elevate/ELevate-quickstart-guide.html



Upgrading: Project ELevate

Most common question: 

But will it really work?!

YES! 

wiki.almalinux.org/elevate/ELevate-quickstart-guide.html



Upgrading: Project ELevate





Upgrading: Project ELevate

● Used by major corporations to upgrade 100,000+ 
devices

● Consistently tested and improved by the greater 
community

● Easy to test and customize to meet your needs

wiki.almalinux.org/elevate/ELevate-quickstart-guide.html



Getting to AlmaLinux: Two options

● CentOS 8
● CentOS Stream 8, 9
● Oracle Linux 8, 9
● RHEL 8, 9
● Rocky Linux 8, 9
● Virtuozzo Linux (VZLinux) 8, 9 } AlmaLinux Deploy

github.com/AlmaLinux/almalinux-deploy

● CentOS 6
● CentOS 7
● Between major versions } Project ELevate

almalinux.org/elevate/

Get help! chat.almalinux.org/almalinux/channels/migration
almalinux.discourse.group/
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Claus Wieser
Azure Linux team


